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questions for readers

How badly do you want to slap Hassie? She is of course very
young, but the reader expects a lot of her at the beginning of the
book. She has some guidance in her life coming from Barbara
back in her hometown, but she largely ignores this. How do you
explain the destructive behavior of a girl who is fundamentally

good-natured?

Because of the era depicted in the book, we tend to think of the
characters as older, but they are in fact quite young, and often
immature. Are they any different from people of the same age

today?

How did Henry influence Hassie’s behavior from the night she
arrived at the Sands? And how does Jake’s attitude toward Hen-
ry affect Hassie? Is she influenced more by men, or they by her?

Who is most in control?

. Would Hassie’s relationship with her mother have been any bet-

ter if Bobby had not come into the picture? How does the death

of her father play into her ambitions and actions?

. What really attracted Hassie to Frank - his fame, her “star-

struck” immaturity or an underlying desire to get back at Jake

for cheating on her with Natalie?



366

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Do you think that Hassie really believed that Jake forgave her for
her indiscretion with Frank? Are there differences in the way

men and women judge this love triangle?

Hassie didn’t smoke at all in Part One. Why did she decide to
start smoking when she went to Reno, and why did she smoke

and drink so much?

Do you think that Hassie changed significantly after she went
to Reno? Was her evening with Mr. Satan responsible for her

rather loose behavior from that point on?

Is it possible that Henry and Julio’s relationship was the only

“true love” relationship that Hassie has ever known?

Who do you think had the greater influence on Hassie’s life as a
child - her father or Barbara? Who do you think has the greater
influence on her life as an adult - Henry, Jake or Barbara?

How does Clay really feel about Hassie? How does she really feel
about him? Does he have ulterior motives in taking her back to

Reno or does he genuinely want to help her?

Do you think that Hassie is talented? Do you think that she will

eventually become a successful singer/songwriter?

Hassie made a lot of bad decisions in the four years of her life in
Nevada. What was her biggest mistake and how could a different
decision have affected the outcome of her life by the end of the
book?

What do you think is the greatest message in the story? Do you
recognize any universal themes or subtexts operating in the
book?
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