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tess gerritsen – “action is boring”
Bestselling author of romantic suspense and medical 
thrillers. Her books have been translated into 31 lan-
guages with more than 15 million copies sold around 
the world. She has won both mystery’s Nero Wolfe 
Award and romance’s Rita Award.

shannon hale – “writing and 
mothering: how i (sort of) do both”
Author of five award-winning young adult novels, 
including the bestselling Newbery Honor book Prin-
cess Academy.

lois lowry – “starting”
Author of over 20 novels and two-time Newbery 
Medal winner.

david poyer – “the matrix of multi-
character development”
Author of 29 books, including bestselling modern 
and historical nautical novels, and a teacher at Wil-
kes University in the graduate creative writing pro-
gram.

will weaver – “diary of a novel”
Author of A Gravestone Made of Wheat & Other Stories, 
which won many awards and saw the title story pro-
duced as the indie film Sweet Land. His young adult 
books have also won many honors.

scott westerfeld – “first page test”
Author of novels for adults and young adults, includ-
ing the popular and award-winning Uglies series 
(Uglies, Pretties, Specials and Extras).

rick frishman – “describing your 
book’s benefits”
Founder of Planned Television Arts, one of the coun-
try’s leading book publicity firms, who has worked 
with bestselling authors, including: Mitch Albom, 
Bill Moyers, Stephen King, Mark Victor Hansen, John 
Grisham, Jack Canfield and Harvey Mackay. He is the 
co-author of eight books, including the popular four-
book Author 101 series.

susan bell – “the pen and the 
artful edit”
Author of The Artful Edit: On the Practice of Editing Your-
self and a former editor at Random House, she has 
professionally edited both fiction and nonfiction for 
20 years. She teaches at The New School’s graduate 
writing program.

kay b. day – “back up those files 
now”
Columnist for a biweekly column on Internet topics 
for The Writer magazine and a working journalist.

j.a. konrath – “sling your web”
Author of mystery novels published by Hyperion 
and a maven of online promotional advice for writers 
through his blog, A Newbie’s Guide to Publishing.

chip macgregor – “collaborative 
writing”
Literary agent (MacGregor Literary), representing 
award-winning writers who have hit the New York 
Times bestseller list, and author of a popular blog of 
writing advice, ChipMacGregor.com.

susan o’doherty – “critiquing a 
friend’s manuscript”
Author of Getting Unstuck Without Coming Unglued:  
A Woman’s Guide to Unblocking Creativity and a weekly 
columnist for writers on M.J. Rose’s popular book-
promotion blog, Buzz, Balls & Hype.

fred ramey – “what am i supposed to 
be doing?”
Cofounder of Unbridled Books in 2003, an indepen-
dent press and successor to his fiction line at MacMur-
ray & Beck, publishing titles winning or short-listed 
for many major literary awards.
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