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An intriguing look at prison life from the inside, Willow in a 
Storm will compel readers to examine long-held beliefs about 
imprisonment and those whom we have separated from soci-
ety.  I recommend it to my students and to anyone interested in 
learning more about life on the inside.’’frank schmalleger, professor emeritus, university of north carolina, executive 
director of the justice research association, and author of criminal law today
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The first-person account of sexual abuse behind bars is reveal-
ing and powerful. Kathleen Murphy-Taylor and Jim Taylor deal 
with this difficult subject in a way that is frank, unsentimental 
and honest. The story at the heart of Willow in a Storm is com-
pelling—it is a window onto a world many people have never 
considered.’’lara stemple, former executive director, stop prison rape

d

My goodness, what an engrossing read! Having served on the 
South Carolina Parole Board for 19 years, I sure could identify 
with Willow in a Storm. I tried to imagine myself with Jim Tay-
lor’s Parole Board in the early 1980s, and decide if I would vote 
for Parole.  A difficult decision, but I would have voted yes.  Not 
after his first appearance before the board perhaps, but  defi-
nitely after the second.’’rhett jackson, past president, american booksellers association
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As compelling as Les Misérables, Jim Taylor’s story needs to be 
read by anyone interested in understanding the origins of one 
man’s criminal behavior as well as his successful struggle to sur-
vive the great darkness that is the US penal system.’’bill ronan, ms, psychotherapist

 


